saints and heroes, and covered with flowers...they seemed
10 move graciously towards Mm like a queen and their charm
became tlie skyfs.***s IE fact, after breaking with the club, he
fcels free from the officialism and can * travel light*. It Is In
this frame that he sees the beauty of the caves from a dlitanee
as Adela also does.

Adela's is more or less a hallucination when she Is subject
to the echo of the caves.   She repeats to herself:   **ln spice

things touch, in time things part......**46   While the rest of her

community are all attention to her, she yearns most for the
company of Mrs Moore, who keeps away. After the Marabar
experience, Mrs Moore is completely disillusioned and ceases to
believe In personal relations, kindness and attention to both
Indians and the English. She also deserts Aziz in this frame
of mind- When Ronny asks her whether Aziz is guilty, she

only says **......  he is Innocent. ****   But, for her, the *hef Is

^personal. Intimacy and friendship of the people of her
own race oppresses Adela. Her echo flourishes as a resylt of
Mrs Moore's desertion of her even as the agony of a distressed
child increases when its mother keeps away from it. Self-con*
scloosaess takes the place of social intercourse in the British camp.
Only Mrs Moore can drive the echo of Adela back to its source
and seal the broken reservoir*. However, she is cold to Adela.
She withdraws the hand that Adela takes. Her Christian
tenderness goes and she develops a just irritation against the
human race.

As Prof* Qodbole is capable of explaining the significance
of the caves, Mrs Moore is capable of explaining the echo but
like him she does not do it. She wants to retire into a cave of
loneliness. She becomes irritable to Ronny like the country
Itself after the Marabar disaster. Strangely, there is a ctose lint;
between the mystery of India and the mystery of Mrs Moore**
mind. She lays bare the hollowness of marriage, for the Institu-
tion has aot brought people together and love remains th,e same
ineffective instrument. She says?

45.   fi. ^f. Forstert
4fc   Ibid., p. J89.
47.   Ibid., p, 200,